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thy sins, calling on the name of the Lord. ae See: 16. 
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DISCOURSE BY ‘PRESIDENT OSEPH F. sMITH. 


FROM PAGE 164 
Now I want to go back and ropeat er words tht I read before: 


N. Lord God caused of hia 
m m presen is Ww 
he beceme spiritually dead 
want to impress upon your he spiritually 
dead.” Now what was his condition when he was placed in the Garden of 
Eden? He had access'to the Father. He was in His presence. He walked 
and talked with Him face to face, as one man walks and talks with another. 
This was the condition of Adam and Eve when they were in the 
But when they partook of the forbidden fruit 
ished: from the presence of God, into outer darkness, subject to the f 
of Satan, “Wherein they became: spiritually dead, which is the first ath.” 
And it was impossible for Adam try Wat condition to extricate himself 
from the position in which he had placed himself. He was within the 
grasp of Satan. He was in the oonfines of hell. He was “spiritually dead” 
—banished from the presence of God. And if there had not been a way 
of escape provided for him, his death would have been a perpetual, endless, 
eternal death, without any hope of redemption therefrom. But there was 
a plan laid for his redemption. It was deereed by the Almighty that he 
should not suffer the temporal death until he should be taught the way of 
escape from the spiritual death that had come upon him by reason of sin. 
Therefore the angel came and taught him the Gospel of salvation, held up 
before him Christ, the Redeemer of the world, who was to come in the. 
meridian of time possessed of power to conquer death and to redeem Adam 
and his posterity from the fall, and from the grasp of Satan. No son of 
perdition, I take it, ean be more:completely lost than 1 
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fall, so far as he himself was concerned. Somebody else had to reach 
down and help him up. Some other and higher power than his had to 
bring him forth out of the condition in which he had placed himself: for 
he was subject unto Satan and powerless and helpless in and of himself. 
The Gospel was, therefore, preached to him, and a way of escape from 
that spiritual death given unto‘ him: That way of escape was through 
faith in God, repentance of sin, baptism for the remission of sins, the gift 
of the Holy Ghost by the laying on of hands. Thereby he received a 
ae of the truth and 4 testimony of Jesus Christ, and was ed 
from the spiritual-death that came upon him, which was the first death, 
and a complete and perfect death, so far as spirit was concerned, although 
he lived and moved and had his being, as he did before he partook of the 
forbidden fruit and became spiritually dead; he had his entity and his 
organization; but he was spiritually dead, and he had to be redeemed 
from that condition. 

Now, why I put so much stress upon this point is that 15 ye impress 
upon you the word of God as declared to us; for He says: 

Wherefore I the Lord God caused that he should be cast out from the 
Garden of Eden, from my presence, because of his transgression, wherein 


he became spiritually dead, ‘which z is the first death, even that same death 
which is the last death, which is spiritual, which shall be pronounced 


upon the wicked. when I shall say—Depart, ye cursed. 
Thus we see that the first death which came into the world: in 2150 the 


last death which shall be pronounced upon the sons of perdition. What 


is it! Banishment from the presenoe of God. Banishment from the 
power of God. Banishment from the glory of God. Banishment from the 
joys of heaven. Banishment from all progress. Banishment into outer 
darkness Banishment into hell, which is as a lake of fire and brimstone, 
where their worm dieth not, and the fire is not quenched, because the soul 
lives and is bound to live on, suffering the damnation of hell. ‘This is 
what I understand spiritual death is. I do not understand it to be the 
separation of the body and the spirit again. I do not underatand it to be 
the dissolution of the spirit into its native element. I understand the 
second death to be the same as the first death—-spiritual.death; the game 
condition that Adam was in and that he had to be redeemed from by the 
blood. of Christ, and by faith and obedience to the oommandis of God. By 
this. means Adam was redeemed from the first death, and. brought ‘back 


again into the presence of God, back again into the favor of the Almighty, 


baer agwin into che channel Uf eternal-inorease and progress; And if 
man, after being placed in this condition, shall deny the Holy Ghost and 
Jesus Christ, putting Him again to open shame and crucifying Him afresh, 
then that first death which fell upon our first parents will again be pro- 
nounced upon that man, and it is not written that he shall ever bo deliv- 
ered from it. 
any redemption therefrom. 4 5 

I did (alin 


and I had not prepared myself to dwell upon it. There are, perhaps, 


scores of passages in the Bible, the — 
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Covenants: relating to this subject.. No man can possibly commit: the 
unpardonable sin in ignorance. A man must be brought to a knowledge 
of Christ; he must receive a testimony of Christ in his heart, and possess 
light and power, knowledge and understanding, before he is capable of 
committing that sin. But when a man turns away from the truth, violates 
the knowledge that he has received, tramples it under his feet, pute Christ 
again to open shame, denies His atonement, denies the power of the resur- 
rection, denies the miraclés that He has wrought for the salvation of the 
human family, and says in his heart, “It is not true,” and abides in that 
denial of the truth, after having received the testimony of the Spirit, he 
commits the unpardonable sin. This is blasphemy against the Holy Ghost 

for which there is no forgiveness in this world nor the world to come. He 
will live on, an immortal soul that cannot die, and yet that cannot live in 
the presence of God. He will be banished into outer darkness, to suffer 
the consequences of his own acts. Not the consequences of an unjust, 
partial, or wicked judgment; but the consequences of his own wickedness 
and transgression of the laws of God. And he will know that his punish- 

ment is just, which will but add more and more to the sorrow and anguish 
incident to his condition. He will know that he merits nad thas there 
is no redemption for him. 

“Why,” says one, — mertifult Can He be just and yet inflict 
such punishment upon His own children?” Let me tell you that God does 
not and will not inflict it upon them. Those who enter into this death 
will find that they have inflioted it upon themselves, and that God has not 
done it. They have done it because they loved unrighteousness, they loved 
not the truth, and abode not in the truth. And their judgment will he 
just, and they will be conscious that it is just. No one perhaps will feel 
more sorrowful‘ over their dreadful fate than the loving God who gave 
them life and being in the world, and who created us all to become formed 
and fashioned’ in the image and likeness of His Only Begotten Son, in 
whom there was no guile, and who was without sin unto salvation. We 
were foreordained and predestined to become like Him; and if there shall 
be any failure we will bring it upon ourselves. We shall find that ‘instead 
of fulfilling our destiny and aceomplishing the mission that God set for us 
to do we shall’ have sinned away the day of grace and our chances of 
redemption from the power of Satan, and we will have brought death upon 
ourselves and will be the only ones that will have to suffer for it. I want 
you to understand, my brethren and sisters, that this is my judgment and 
understanding, from reading the Seriptures, of what the second death is. 

Some people cannot think of anything else but annihilation. What a 
glorious prospeet for the sinner! ‘Then he could say, “Let us eat, drink, 
and be merry, for to-morrow we die, and next day we will be annihilated, 
and that will be the end of our sorrow and of God's judgment upon us.” 
Do not flatter yourselves that you ars going to get out of it s0 easy. This 
Book of: Mormon is replete all the way through with the testimonies of 
the sérvants of God that men are born to be immortal; that after the 
resurrection their bodies are to live as long as their irie atid their 
spirits cannot die. 
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they commit the unpardonable sin, to be banished from the presence of 
God and endure the punishment of the devil and his angels throughout 
all eternity. I think the wicked would prefer annihilation to the suffering 
of such punishment. That would be an end to enn to 
8 This view cannot be reconciled wish the word of a ne 

Alma says: (42: 

Therefore, as the soul could never din} sail the tal bad ee 0 all 


8 a spiritual death as well as a temporal; that is they were ont off 
mankind should. be 


from te the presence of the Lord; it was expedient thes 
from this spiritual death. „„ n, 
2 again he says: (42: 16.) sis 


Now ntance could 
ment, * also was eternal, as the life o except th should be, affixed 


n to the plan of ‘happiness, w when. was as a also as 8 the sue of 


an resurrection o mnatio on a paralle e one on 
and the other on the other 


I want to tell you another thing: Our Father never 


to my knowledge revealed to this Church any great principle through a 
woman. Now, sisters, do not cast me off or deny the faith, because I tell 
you that God has never revealed any great and essential truth for the 
guidance of the Latter-day Saints through any woman; Ohl but,“ says 
one, “what about Eliza Snow’s beautiful hymn, O my Father, Thou that 
dwellest, eto! Did not the Lord reveal through her that great and.glori- 


ous principle that we have a mother as well as a father in heaven!“ No. 
God revealed that prinoiple to Joseph Smith; Joseph Smith revealed it to 


Eliza Snow Smith, his wife; and Eliza Snow was inspired, being a poet, to 
put it into verse. If we give anybody on earth credit for that, wei give it to 
the Prophet Joseph Smith. But first of all we give it to God, who revealed 


it to His servant the Prophet. God reveals Himself and His truths through 
the channels of the Priesthood. Who wrote the Voice of Warning! Parley 


P. Pratt. From whom did Parley P. Pratt receive the key to the know- 
ledge that is contained in that bock From Joseph Smith. He wrote as 
he had been taught by the Prophet. But he wrote it under the guiding 
influence of the Holy Spirit, which was his right and privilege to do. He, 


however, did not originate it. He did not reveal it to the children ot men; 


nor could he, because God did not raise him up for that purpose, He 
raised up Joseph Smith for that purpose, and He taught Joseph. Smith the 
principles that are contained in Parley P. Pratt's Voice of Warning. lf 
any man has written God's truth in this age, he owes it. indireetly to the 


2 


Prophet Joseph Smith. Who laid the foundation and prepared thr way! 


God Almighty did, and He did it through Joseph Smith. I loved Aunt 


Eliza, for she was a noble woman, but when people say that God revealed 


this great truth through her, all I have to say is that they do not state the 


exact truth. God did not reveal it through a woman. He revealed it 


through the prophet, and the woman being taught oft him mut it into 
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poetry. We will give her credit for her poetic virtues; but we do not give 
ber the eredit—nor would it having revealed teres 
great traths from God. 

Before sitting down, let me * a fow weet of en ie We are 
engaged in this great work. We have life eternal before us. And we have 
the second death before us. If any people on earth are capable of com- 
mitting the unpardonable sin, you will find them among those who have, 
or will, come to a knowledge of the truth. Why, there will be redemption 
for the heathen—those that know not God. Those that have no law are 
not judged by law; and they will come forth in the first resurrection—not 
perhaps in the morning of the first resurrection, but they will come forth 
in that resurreotion and they will sit down with Abraham and partake 
of glory for they lived and died without law. They will not be judged. as 
those will who have received the light and the law and have rejected them. 
You and I have received the light. We have received the Holy Priest- 
hood: We have received the testimony of the Holy Spirit, and have been 
brought from death unto life. Therefore, we are now on very safe or on 
dangerous ground, dangerous if we are trifling with these sacred things 
that have been committed to our care. Hence I warn you, my brethren 
and sisters; especially my brethren, t trifling with your Bishopric, 
because if you do, as God lives He os 0 withdraw His Spirit from you, and 
the time will come when you will be found kicking against the light and 
knowledge which you have received, and you may become sons of perdi 
tion. Therefore, you had better beware lest the second death shall be 
passed upon you. We are not like the rest of the world, and we cannot 
commit the sins that the world do and escape the wrath of God... What 
did Moses do! The children of Israel were clamoring for water and com- 
plaining against Moses and Aaron, and he said unto them, “Hear now, ye 
rebels; must woe fetch you water out of this rock?” What was the.resnult 
For not magnifying God in that expression and in his heart at that time, 
that man, who had walked with God, who had seen His glory, who had 
been guided by His power cbamanitly, but. who for a moment magnified 
himself, was deprived of the privilege of entering into the promised land. 
The Lord took him up into the mountain, and no man knows what became 
of Moses; but he did not go over inté the promised land. God is feeling 
after us, and as He smote the house of Eli of old, because of transgresaion, 
and suffered that not one of his representatives should stand before the 
Lord, s0 will He cut us off from the Priesthood and His blessings and our 
children also, unless we continue to magnify God in our hearts and honor 
Him in our lives; not lift ourselves up in tho pride of our hearts and vainly 
imagine that we can doit of ourselves without the aid of God. We cannot 
do it. The very breath of our nostrils God holds in His keeping, and ‘any 
moment when He chooses He can say to you, “This night, my son, I require 
your soul,” and your mortal life is at an end. Therefore, I say to you, be 
cautious what you do. I'want no second death for me or mine. The Lord 
has left me so often to myself, in order that I might see how very weak and 
dependent I vas, that I have come to the conclusion I am nothing and can 


do nothing unless God my Heavenly Father helps me. I have nothing 
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If it were not for Him, I could not magnify my calling one moment. And 
I know that my Redeemer lives. I thank God for that. I know that I 
shall see him face to face for myself and not for another. Job declared 
that He should stand upon the earth in the latter day.“ Now I know 
that in the latter days He will again stand upon the earth, and that He 
will come in glory, in majesty and power, to take vengeance: upom the 
wicked and ungodly, and to receive the Church of the firstborn to Himself. 
I know this, and I feel to thank my Heavenly Father that He has revealed 
these ‘principles unto me. I rejoioe in them and am exceedingly: glad’ in 
my heart all the time. I feel to magnify and honor Him not only in word, 
bat indeed; with the first fruits of all my inorease. If I raise grain; T will 
honor’ Him with the first fruits of my grain; if I raise cattle; with the firat 
fruite of my flocks and herds; if I earn gold and silver, with the first fruits 
of my earnings. The wisdom of man is folly in the sight of God, and will 
not a vail us. It is only devotion to the Almighty and submission to His 
las that will avail.’ God: the to the end is 


— Meetings were held at 10 m., 2 and 6 


pm. There were present from Zion, the Traveling Elders of the Leeds 


Conference; Anthon H. Lund, President of the European: Mission; A. L. 
Booth of the Liverpool offloe; E. W. Robinson, President of the Turkish 
Mission; Herschel Bullen, Jr., President of the Bheffieli Conference}. Ben | 
R Eldredge, President of the London Conference > H. A. Tucket, President 
ol, and James Hardman, Taplor, ‘Traveling’ Eiders in the 

A Battle Ben R. Eldredge; Herschel Bullen, Jr., H. A. Tueket,: and 
Frederick Scholes, (afternoon servioe) A. L. Booth and President Anthon 
H. Land, (evening servioe) E. W. Robinson and Anthon H. Landꝓ. 
In the afternoon the statistical report of the Conferenos and the report 
of the Traveling Elders’ labors for six months ending March 6, 1896; were 
read as follows: ‘High Priests 1; ‘Seventies! ¥1; «Elders 10; «Priests:8; 
Teachers 6; Deacons 11; members 234% total officersand members 280. 
Tracts distributed: 10,48; honses visited 8, 289; spel: conversations 765; 
general meetings 154; ‘cottage meetings 5; out-d meetings 
sold 40; books loaned 157; books given away 48. Baptisms 62; confirma- 
tions 83; sessions 41; 45 ordinations a; 
Church and of thie 
ame President Buttle and unanimously sustained: «Elder Joseph 
A. Buattls' wae sustained as President of the Leeds: Conference; and the 
Traveling ‘Elders. were sustained to-tabor in — 
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Frederick Scholes and Wm. E. Stokes in the Hull district; George Free- 
stone and Alma V. Huish in the Shipley district; 5 and 
— 
Saturday evening March 7, 1896, at 7:30 p. m., we met in a 
Meeting at 160 St. Stephen's Road, Manchester Road, Bradford. The 
Traveling Elders gave in their report as to the method adopted in preach- 
ing nn President Land gave instructions and timely 
advice to all present. 
in Priesthood Meeting 
and listened to the pleasing 
brethren; also of our President, A..H.Land: 

Regardless of the stormy day our meetings were he 
banda A good Spirit prevailed and the speakers brought 

We had time of rejoici truly thankful 
fonts 
whom eome all those — 


now db ACTS" ARD RVEN NTS. 
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has: 
the qualities of 


ible degree more iz 
théy ate little les 50, Tho truth is; that particular food whieli best 
agrees with the purtioular individual, which best maintains his general healeh at a high 
— the. bein and every other organ ot the body, ai well se for the whole 


Amahogany box was standing on a bemeh in the garden where he was 

in it was a Weissbrodsk plate. An olive leaf had; fallen upon the ban amd onthe leaf 


In this en dare hope some time to see the great sea-serpent photographed!” 
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A SCOFFER'S QUESTION. os sory lin 
eee eee by unbelievers in the restored Gospel: If the 
Latter-day Saints have the gift of healing in their Church, as they claim 
to have; why is it that their missionaries sometimes have to be: released ‘on 
they can finish their mission? yd 
Before an answer is given, it may be wil 15 make a fow observations in 
regard to the spirit that prompts such ‘a question. It will be remembered 
that when the Savior had fasted forty days the devil eame to Him and 
aid: “Ef thou be the Son of God, command that these stones be ‘made 
bread.” Again, while He hung upon the cross the scoffing ‘Jews ‘reviled 
Him and'said: “He saved others; himself he can not save. If he be the 
King of Israel, let him now come down from the cross, and we will believe 
him.” In case he had commanded the stones to be made bread, it would 
not have brought Satan over to the side of right; there is no doubt that 


8 


stance from five loaves and two fishes to a sufficient amount "46 ed the 
imultitade of five thousand men, and afterwards have more left im frag- 
ments than there was to commence with. If He had come down from the 
oresa, the great body of the Jews would not have believed on Him as thei 
Savior; they might. have feared. Him and the power He exergised,: but 
they were too corrupt and worldly minded to follow One who vn 30 lowly, 
vet who reproved them se severely for their misdeeds. Besides this, His 
down from the cross would have shown no greater manifestation 

‘OF the power of God than ‘did the raising of Lazarus from the déad four 
‘days after he had passed away. Instead of rejoicing that Lazarus had 
. brought back to life, the Jews were all che more anxious to kill him 
that his testimony would draw disciples to Jesus. These mir 

did not convert the wicked, nor is it designed that euch should bo the 
ease. Obrist acted in these and nn „ 
‘site to what Satan desired Hime OE I u 
becomes: sick is released to go home. There are many of them hésled by 
the power of God, as they and numbers of other people can testify. The 
Sainte also, both at home and abroad, witness numerous instances wher: 


the, healing, ordinance is entirely effective, The published aocounts,-of 
these. (and they can. be aa fully authenticated as it is 
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anything by human testimony) should be sufficient to convert all mankind 
to Mormonism if evidence of miracles were all that was necessary to bring 
about such result. But the world to-day is no more ready to receive 
this evidence as showing divine favor towards the people of God than it 
was to:accept Christ and his followers when they went on their mission of 
mercy among the Jews. Some of the devout church members of Christ- 
endom become very that the is 
again upon the earth. 

upon him for that purpose, but this does not disprove that the blessings 
follow the administration in other cases. It may be that the one afflicted, 
or the one administering to him, or possibly both, have not exercised the 
amount of faith which God desired of them; and if such was the case the 
desired result would naturally be withheld. When the disciples attempted 
to cast out an evil spirit on, one occasion, they failed, and upon inquiring 
of the Savior for the reason of this, He reproved them for their unbelief, 
and told them that if they had faith as a grain of mustard seed they could 
command a mountain to be removed, and it should be done. But because 
the disciples failed in that instance does not prove the principle untrue. 
As well might one say! that because physicians with all their knowledge 
and skill can not prevent people from dying, they are of eee 

God never intended that the Gospel or any of W should 
cause people to live forever in their present state upon the earth. Tlie 
judgment was pronounced upon all mankind that they should pass through 
the mysterious’ change called death, and that decree is irrevocable: The 
people whom Christ healed; or who were raised up through the laying on 
of the Apostles’ hands, have all died since then; the Latter-day Saints do 
not claim that the members of their Church who have hands laid upon 
them for the purpose of healing will thus be made exempt from death: 
but they do follow the admonition contained in the New Testament re- 
gatding anointing the sick and praying for them, and they know that by 
doing this an untold amount of suffering is alleviated and numbers of 
them have thus had their lives spared for years. The Gospel was given 
to man to prevent the effects of the fall from becoming. permanent, but 
it was never designed to give man power to: perpetuate his existence for 
ever in his present fallen and imperfect state. When one understands to 
what: heights man can attain, and knows that death is one of the steps 
toward reaching that eminence, he will ee ene 

fal even in passing death upon wankind. 
thats they; like all other people, are subjected to all of the 
influences surrounding mankind; because they have received the priest- 
hood will not prevent them from feeling heab and cold; or from experi- 
encing: the ‘effects of a change of climate. If such should be the case 
men would seek to have this power conferred upon them when their 
hearte-were not pure. Some of the Elders in times past may have been 


placed: dn cinilitiony: over ‘hice :they: had no control, yet which were 
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deleterious to their health and thus they have become: weakened cansti- 
tutionally,:which has made them more liable to an attack of sicknesa when 
they change their abode and their manner of living. It is possible also 
that they may not have inherited strong bodies from their parents. In 
any of these cases the laws of health have nat oe 
blessings for the purpose of testing men’s integrity to Him. Fs tried Job 
in many ways, and Jesus was tested in all things. No eevee bat ster 
lived upon the earth for any length of time without experiencing pain and 
suffering of some kind. His experience would be incomplete if he had 
entirely escaped, and he would not learn the law of obedience if by simply 
calling upon those holding the priesthood he could be instantly freed from 
why he left Trophimus sick at Miletum. It will not be disputed: by ‘believ- 
ers in the Bible that the gift of healing was possessed by Paul. But in 
this ease there was some reason why he did not heal his brother instead of 
leaving him as he says. The account given is very brief, but is sufficient to 
show that conditions prevailed in ancient times similar to those of to-day, 
when Christ's messengers had to refrain for a season from their missionary 
labors on aocount of sickness, notwithstanding the gift of: healing was in 
the Church at that time. We do not pretend to answer why Ged: permits 
such things; any more than to say it is according to His divine wisdom, 
and will turn out for the best good for those who trust in Him. The 
scoffer will some day learn of his error, and will then be ready to admit 
the power of God both in giving and in withholding blessinga. It can not 
give him comfort now to point out these cases of sickness among the mis- 
sionaties, and say there are no miracles in the Church. He is liable to be 


„Utah and the Mormons” delivered at Higham a few evenings before that 
date, by: Eider Walter L. Webb. The owners of the Higham Colliery School 
had kindly granted the free use of the building, which action was:highly 
appreciated, as it is such a very unusual thing for Mormon missionaries to 
receive favors like this. The lecturer dealt with the general history of the 
Church and explained in brief the belief ot the Latter-day Bainta A 
favorable impression was created in the minds of several who listened. to 
Mormon people. 

-iAmother article favorable: bo. the 
the Westminster Gazette of March 12. A correspondent of that paper 
visited the London Conference house and attended a meeting bers be 
listened to some of the doctrines preached by the Mormons He after 
wards interviewed one of the missionaries and ne 
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shows that he had received b on the subject Mormoniam and 
its aims and objects. The tone of the press generally of late is such that 
it will not be long before thousands of people will desire to know. the 
truth regarding the Latter-day Baincs. Prejudice is slowly dying out, and 
while the believers in the divinity of Joseph Smith’s calling do not expect 
to have the entire world come to them immediately, yet they look for an 
opportunity to be given them to — the — ee — 


March Utah Elders for the 
British Mission arrived in Liverpool, per American Line steamship’ Bel- 
genland: William M. Purrington of West Weber; John P. Wright of Mill 
Creek; James M. Hoggan of Salt Lake City; John — nnn 
Wood, and Charles W. Hatch, of Bountiful. All well. 

Also on March 18, 1896, on the same company’s steamer Waesland the 
following: named Elder arrived. For the British Mission—David Morgan 
Rees of Brigham City, Utah; Thomas W. Jones of Montpelier, Idaho: 
For the Scandinavian Mission—Peter Lars Peterson of Lyane, Utah ; 
J. 4 
ably released from presiding over the Turkish Mission to return home. 

Elder W. S. Lamoreaux has been released from laboring as Traveling 
Elder in the Birmingham Conference, and has been appointed to labor as 
Traveling Elder in the London Conference. 

Elder William M. Turriagtan has been appointed to labor as Traveling 
Elder in the Cheltenham Conference. 

Elder John P. Wright has been appointed to labor as Traveling Elder 
in the ‘Welsh Conference. 

‘Elders James M. n, George C. Wood, and Thomas W. Jones ‘ive 
been appointed to labor as Traveling Elders in the Scottish Conference. 

Elder John H. Moss has been ‘appointed to labor as Traveling Elder in 
the Manchester Conference. 

Under Charles W. Hatch has heen appointed to labor as Traveling Elder 
in the Nottingham Conference. 

Eder Dari Morgan Rees has been appointed to labor as Traveling 
Elder in the Welsh Conference. 


TO VARIOUS. “MISSIONARY FIELDS. 


Copenhagen, March 10, 1806: I have thought it proper to let you know 
something about how the work is progressing here in Scandinavia. Dur- 
ing the last three months seventy-eight souls have been added to the 
Church’ by baptism. This is not a large number, for such a large field as 
we have here; but it is, however, fourteen more than were received into the 
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beginning we have had this year- Christiania Conferenes is in thie 
lead so far, reporting twenty-six baptisms, but Stockholm Conferenoe 18 
following up closely with twenty-three baptized, and it will no doubt be 
able to show as good a report at the end of the year, as it has a nice lot of 
missionaries in the field and so many good opportunities for preaching the 
Gospel. From both of these conferences we have the information’ that our 
Elders are busy at work and are enjoying interesting times’ among the 
people, who are willing to investigate the principles of the Gospel and 
open their houses for meetings.-- The Elders are experiencing much joy 
in their labor of proclaiming the plan of salvation, and they are full of 
hope ‘that they shall have the privilege of adding many to the Church 
during the coming spring and summer. Stockholm report shows 383 
meetings held, 3,640 houses visited and 1,862 Gospel conversations and 
Christiania reports 271 meetings, 2,977 visits and 923 Gospel con yersstions. 
We have also encouraging news from Gothenburg and Scona Conferendes. 
The brethren here have had numerous good opportutities for preaching 
thé. Gospel and many have come out to their meetings and showed: an 
enotmons desire to investigate the principles of our religion. «The! same 
conditions exist also here in Denmark. Our meétiziga are well attended 
both by Saints and strangers and everything looks favorable. The Elders 
‘express.themselves as well pleased with the prospect. before them and feel 
hopeful in the expectation that their labors will bring forth fruit, and that 
many. of the honest in heart will be brought into the fold of the true 
Shepherd. This winter has been more mild and favorable than last 
year, and it has been a good deal easier to get along for poor people. 
Among members of the Church we had more want and sickness a year ago, 
and the Relief Society had to work with a will in connection with others 
of the Saints to find means to help the needy. This year, we, hay, got 
along nicely so far, and the Saints in general are enjoying pretty 
health, and we have not noticed much suffering for want of the necessisies 
of life. I think the general outlook is good for the work of the Lord in 
Scandinavia and I feel well in the belief that the prospects are getting 
brighter in every direction. The financial condition of the | Missic 
appears hopeful. All is well that ends well, and I shall conside ip a 
great blessing if it shall be my good fortune to leave this responsible 
Fler, entrusted to me by the Lord's servants, under favorable 
I have desired it much, but I have felt that my efforts have bean 1 
to accomplish much, and I am satisfied that the Lord has His — 
progress of this work, and that He should have the honor for | 
President Stewart Eccles of the Scottish Conference .. following 
from Glasgow, March 13, 1896 :—I have lately been traveling in those parts of 
_ ‘the conférence where we have no Elders, but where there ure a few Saints, 
and thejprospect is good everywhere. There are more strangers attending 


our meetings and there seems to be a greater interest manifested in the 
work both by Saints and strangers than has been shown for a long time. 
| Thave just received’ a letter from a man who is looking for an Elder to 
baptize him; he said. be had read some of our books, and he wanted to 
join the. Church. I feel very much encouraged with the prospects; but 
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there are 50 few of us that we can hardly attend to all fields tas are 
opened to us. 

— Smithville, Tennessee, as follows: December 21, 1898, we were 
appointed by the president of the conference to niake a re-visit among the 
Saints and friends of ten counties. Thus far we have succeeded in getting 
over seven of them and have found everything moving quite harmoniously 
together. We have found a few other hungry souls for the Gospel who 
expressed their willingness to be baptized soon. We have held many 
meetings in our rounds, with new invitations to preach in other places. 
On arriving at one of our appointments, we found a large crowd assembled 
with two Campbellite preachers, who firmly decreed that we should not 
preach unless they were. privileged to reply each time. We agreed, pro- 
vided they as well as we should hold strictly to King James’ version of the 
Bible and nothing else. This they positively refused, wanting to ring in 

the abominable trash published against our people and especially that 
against Joseph Smith. When we declined meeting on such terms, one of 
the preachers took the pulpit and spoke very slanderously against us 
as a people, saying that we were ashamed of Joseph Smith’s revelations 
and made many other like remarks. But ere he got through vilifying us, we 
were seated: behind him in the pulpit, thinking it would be a good oppor- 
tunity to preach the Gospel in that neighborhood. . We commenced with 
the first principles. Prejudice was running extremely high, but before we 
had oonoluded our first speech the tide was turning and all eyes were fixed 
upon. us, and a quick ear was opened to hear our principles. It was not 
long before they were convinced that we were not ashamed of the doctrine 
set up by the instrument in God's hand in this dispensation, demonstra- 

ting beyond controversy. that this. message was sounded in the ears of. 
— rulers, and men of ‘prominence who have been rocked from infancy. 
in the oradle of orthodoxy, also stating firmly that this Gospel was being 
preached to every individual that it was possible to reach, and in 
every city, village, and section of the country. The contest occupied six 
hours, divided into three meetings, each party consuming an hour each. 
The preacher declined the third meeting by saying that to-morrow was 
Sunday and he did not desire to handle a subject of this kind on the Lord's 
day. We made many friends out of opposers, and got the Gospel before 
others that we could not otherwise have done. The weather being very 
stormy hindered: many from hearing. We discover that the ministers of 
sectarianism are losing much of their power to preach with effect ; we might 
say that many zealous laborers are forsaking the cause, and others seem too 
drowsy. to resurrect: themselves to their former vim. We know not the cause 
save that the true light is shining among them, and they are ashamed of 


“THE “TURKISH. MISSION. 


visit to that land; and nn labors there differ just as widely from 
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those of Europe as the customs of the Orientals differ from those of the 

Occidentals. BAL 
dhe prevalent idea that the people of W 
is applicable to only a part of them. It is rather the Jack of suitable 
environments and proper opportunities, than any inferiority. in the 
mental capabilities of the people of Turkey, that keeps them in the back- 
ground. The Syrians and Armenians prove that they are clever peoples 
Especially are they bright i in the mastering of languages. 

The Kurds show fewer signs of any dormant natural | 
fest no. desire to have the 19th century institutions established amongst 
them. They are Muslims and have been very active in the recent massa- 
cres among their more intelligent neighbors, the Armenians... The Druses 
are intelligent, but prompted by their secret religion they have little to 
do with Christian, Muslim, or Jew.. To say they are intelligent applies to 
those living in the larger cities for the villagers are even ignorant ot the 
religion which they so sacredly guard. If asked what eee 
sullenly respond. God, and further they will not divulga. 

It was the Druses, with headquarters in the mountains of 1 
recently rebelled against the Turkish government. The Arabs are divided 
—some following Christ, but by far the greater part are true to the great 
Arab prophet, Mohammed. The Bedouins are Arabs of alow order and 
when they possess sufficient intelligence to be true to any faith they follow 
that of Muslimism. Still they are more or less influenced by traditions in 
their various tribes, and ean hardly be depended upon by any people. 

The Turks, so to speak, are the aristocrats of Turkey and hold ‘most of 
the offices throughout the Empire. Of these there are two schools--the 
one opening their arms to the foreigner and his institutions, studying 
foreign languages, adopting European dress and customs, and the other 
looking with a jealous eye upon any innovations in the ‘religious rites, 
political privileges, or domestic customs, of the realms.of the Sultan. So 
much stress is plaoed upon traditions and superstitions:in Turkey that 
all religions are burdened with fanaticism. The Muslims are no worse 
than the.Christians except that. the ignorant among them mingle the 
religious excitement with hatred. non-believers 
than do Christians. 

These are the eonditibns ve 
bf Gheits in ‘Turkey... It was in February, 1894, that Elder John A. 
Clark and I left Germany as missionaries to Turkey; and in the same 
month of the following year I was deprived of my companion. At the 
time of his death he was living with the Saints in Haifa. Brother Adolph 
Haag had died a year or two before in the same place and the two are now 
buried in the German cemetery on the beach. Just after the first great 
massacre in Armenia which aroused the indignation of the civilized world, 
I went among the Armenians and did what I could to bring back the 
discouraged members to a more earnest performance of their duties. There 
and two of Armenians. 
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es ee bas been a Turk converted to our religion. 
In the Aleppo branch there is an attendance of ahout à dozen at meetings, 
though more are enrolled. Some of them are people of whom the Church 
can be proud. In Aintab, Asia Minor, the branch is similar, both in numbers 
and standing. We find it difficult to keep up the warm interest among these 
members that is necessary, because there are no church works published in 
the Turkish or the Armenian language. We obtain spiritual food constantly 
by reading the Stak, and sermons of the leading minds in the Church, but 
these members are deprived of this privilege and get their only encourage- | 
ment and instructions from the Elders. It is impossible for Elders to 
master their languages in the short time that they generally remain in one 
district, but fortunately. a few of the local brethren understand English 
and are of great value to the branches. A few members have been added 
to the fold during the last year and prospects are good for more, yet there 
ars 80 many obstacles in the way that laboring in Turkey is not attended 
with much success. There have been some tracts printed in Arabic, but 
it is almost impossible to get them from city to city, without their being 
confiscated: On entering ports all books are kept for examination and any- 
thing that can be taken as dangerous to the Sultan or to Muslimism is not re- 

turned. American consuls have shown the best of feeling toward the rep- 
resentatives of our Church during the recent troubles. Turkish officials do 
not take kindly to the establishment of another religion among them, but 
they are less concerned about that than they are about the introduction of 
anything political. Turks in the interior dislike America because the 
Protestants from America have established colleges in Turkey at which it 
is said the Armenians have:received their lessons of discontent with the 
empire of the Sultan. At present there are no foreign Elders in Turkey. 
Brother Christensen was there several months and suffered most of that 
time from malarial fever. He was in the hospital at Beyrout about a 
month, but is now laboring in Denmark. It will probably not be long 
before our labors in Turkey may be resumed. Affairs are assuming a more 


for in behalf of the poor 
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lectures in several of the leading cities of the State. 

The Legislature has petitioned Congress for an appropriation to cover the extra expenses 
of the Constitutional Convention last spring.. The amount named in the Enabling Act 
wes not sufficient, and the Legislature thinks that the general government should pay for 
everything up to the time of statehood. 

Tus tun mining. camps Mercur and Sunshine, are growing in importance daily. . Busi- 
ness is rapidly increasing and the indications are that the coming summer will bring 
greater activity than has ever been seen in those places. Sunshine is younger than Mer- 
cur, and not so widely known, but it. bids fair to become a strong rival before long. The 
two camps are several miles apart, but it is said that every foot of land between them has 
been staked off with mining claims. E 
have good prospects when their claims are further developed. _ | 
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